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Enterprise Boundary Dependence, Absorptive Capacity and Innovation: Multiple Case Studies

Wu Chen, Yang Zhenning

(Business School, University of International Business and Economics, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract: Organizational boundary theory and enterprise evolution theory are combined. From the perspective of path dependence, the

construct of enterprise boundary dependence defined and measured, and the three important dimensions of enterprise boundary

dependence is analyzed, including capability boundary dependence, psychological boundary dependence and knowledge boundary

dependence. Through the in-depth study of the three companies, the existence of boundary-dependent behaviors of enterprises is

explored and the relationship between boundary dependence is revealed, absorptive capacity and innovation performance. The results

show that capability boundary dependence, psychological boundary dependence and knowledge boundary dependence have an

important effect on the improvement of the absorptive capacity of enterprises, which is conducive to the incremental and fundamental

innovation of enterprises.

Keywords: enterprise boundary dependence; absorptive capacity; innovation performance
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